Chester County Workshop / Planning Exercise . 16, 2011

Understand the Objectives

Urban Context Scenario:

This is an area that has had trouble attracting development in its downtown over the past few years.
As a result, improvements to facilities (roadways, sidewalks, parks) have been sparse. Most of the
community’s employment and retail uses have moved outside of the downtown area. New efforts are
needed to invest in economic incentives for new residents and businesses. Additional opportunities for
recreational space and parks are also needed.

Land Use Context: Small development blocks, buildings up to the street, and a mix of uses
integrated in one building or within a block.

Transportation Context: Predominately low-speed collector roadways, and an extensive street
pattern that is highly connected.

For the exercise, assume the existing roadways can accommodate more development without
straining the existing network. And there are no parameters for the types of land uses needed.

Objectives: The following objectives shall be considered while planning your community (you may

Urban Context also create additional objectives):
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Suburban Context Scenario: This is a high-growth area with new residential subdivisions. The
community wants to improve the quality of life for residents by providing recreational opportunities and
increasing the number of nearby jobs and services.

Land Use Context: Large development blocks, deep setbacks from the street, and low to medium
densities. Land uses are generally separated and include large retail stores, gas stations, gated
subdivisions, and a variety of shopping centers oriented to the automobile.

Transportation Context: Sparse network of regional arterial roadways with higher speeds, some
lower-speed local streets, moderate connections outside of an individual development.

For the exercise, assume several roadways have been widened to four lanes, but that the area still
deals with regular congestion.

Objectives: The following objectives shall be considered while planning your community (you may
also create additional objectives):

e o provide safe recreational opportunities for all users
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Rural Context Scenario: This is a community that has a strong agricultural economy and values the
preservation of natural resources, but has also faced growth pressures, loss of farmland, and environmental
degradation. The community wants to preserve its character and agricultural economy while finding a way to
accommodate new development.

Land Use Context: Large development tracts, lower densities, and significant preservation of natural
resources. Predominately uses are agricultural, e.g., farming, some industrial/warehouse uses, rural residential
homes, local retail supporting uses for the context of the area.

Transportation Context: The existing street framework is comprised of one “farm to market” roadway
that is also used as a regional arterial.

Objectives: The following objectives shall be considered while planning your community (you may also
create additional objectives):

e [0 preserve scenic vistas and character of the area
To promote and expand existing agricultural activities
e Accommodate new growth that has minimal impact to the farming and natural resources of the area

Rural Context
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